
VANDAX BOUMANIAE, J. J. S.

By Dr. J. J. Smith.

On a tour in the Malay Archipelago Mr. J. Laycock
noticed in the orchid collection of Mr. and Mrs. Bouman,
then residing on Alor, one of the lesser Sunda Islands, two
specimens of a Vanda which he looked upon as a natural

hybrid between V. insignis, Bl., and V. limbata, both of

which occur on the said island. Mr. Laycock cook back
one of the specimens to Singapore and very kindly sent
me a few pickled flowers, a dried leaf and tinted photo-
graphs. After having examined the material I think he is

quite right although I did not see a specimen and con-
sequently am not in a position to judge how far the plant
differs in habit from the parents, which in this respect
show distinct characteristics. Mr. Laycock, however,
writes :

" This is almost exactly intermediate between
typical V. insigyiis and the form of V. limbata from the
Lesser Sunda Islands/'

The flower shows much likeness with V. limbata, but
especially in the shape of the lip suggests the influence

of V. insignis. The sidelobes are broader and just as in

V. insignis more quadrate, the spur is much blunter than in

V. limbata, whereas the pandurate midlobe, in contradis-
tinction to V. limbata, is considerably widened in front and
distinctly crenate as is the case in V: insignis', the anterior
margin is slightly recurved.

Description. VANDAX BOUMANIAE, J.J.S., nov. hybr.
nat.

Folia loriformia, apice inaequaliter obtusa biloba

edentata, sicco c. 31 cm. longa, 2.8 cm. lata. Inflorescentiae

axillares, laxe pluriflorae. Flores pulchri, carnosi, c. 4 cm.
diam., sepalis petalisque leviter reflexis. Sepalum dorsale
marginibus dimidii inferiore valde recurvis spathulatum,
apice incurvulum, lamina parce laxeque undulatum, 2 cm.
longum, explanatum ex ungue cuneato-quadrangulo in

laminam elliptico-orbicularem rotundatam sensim dilatatum,
2. cm. longum, basi 0.4 cm., lamina 1.225 cm. latum. Sepala
lateralia dorsali similia, leviter obliqua, convexa, lamina
vix undulata, explanata ex ungue oblique cuneato-quadran-
gulo in laminam oblique orbiculari-ovatam obtusam dilatata,

2.1 cm. longa, ungue 0.5 cm. longo, basi 0.375 cm., apice
fere 0.8 cm. lato, lamina 1.6 cm. longa, 1.5 cm. lata. Petala
sepalis similia, subfalcatula, lamina laxe sed conspicue
undulata, explanata oblique spathulata, ex ungue cuneato-
quadrangulo in laminam oblique orbiculari-ovatam rotun-
datam dilatata, c. 2.1 cm. longa, ungue 0.7 cm. longo, basi
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0.325 cm., apice fere 0.6 cm. lato, lamina 1.4 cm. longa,

1.325 cm. lata. Labellum horizontale carnosum, totum c.

2.85 cm., a loco insertionis 2.25 cm. longum; lobi laterales

sub gynostemio porrecti, multo breviores, concavi, rotun-
dato-subquadranguli, c. 0.53 cm. longi, bene 0.475 cm. alti;

lobus intermedins multo major, porrectus, leviter incurvulus,
convexus, panduratus, callo satis alto antice viso aequila-

teraliter trapeziformi apice leviter retuso antice tricostato

ad basin inter lobos laterales, costis 5 longitudinalibus
approximatis simplicibus in basi, exterioribus brevissimis,

ceteris in c. 2/3 supra basin lobi intermedii evanescentibus,
costa mediana ibidem furcata cum ramulis divergentibus
apicem usque productis, c. 2.25 cm. longus, basi fere 1.1 cm.,

parte angusta 0.6 cm., antice 1.35 cm., latus, lobulis

basilaribus brevibus latis obtusangule rotundatis, lobulo

apicali multo maj ore, e basi contracta bene dilatato,

orbiculari-sexangulata, plus minusve truncata, leviter con-
vexa, basi excepta irregulariter crenata; calcar reversum,
lateraliter compresso-conicum, obtusum, c. 0.65 cm. longum.
Gynostemium conicum, apice contractum, c. 0.65 cm. longum,
basi 0.75 cm. latum, clinandrio oblique truncato, reniformi
cum costula longitudinali. Anthera plane cucullata, trans-

verse ovalis, in rostrum latum quinquangulare obtusum
producta, c. 0.35 cm. lata. Pollinia 2, a dorso compressa,
oblique angulato-ovalia, dorso a latere oblique fissa, cum
stipite lato apice contracto conduplicatoque obtuso basin
versus angustato et glandula conspicua lata 0.4 cm. longa.

Rostellum breve, latum bilobulum. Ovarium pedicellatum
acute sexangulatum, c. 5.2 cm. longum.

Habitat: Alor Island (A. Bouman-Houtman, cult.).

Mr. Laycock describes the colour as follows :
—

" Lip
deep pink, claw with 5 pale ridges, the two outer very
short, the centre one extending into the limb. Side lobes

of lip white faintly veined pink and with minute pink dots
as in the Java form of V. limbata. Sepals and petals

almost uniformly dark brown as in the Sunda Islands form
of V. limbata, sepals with obscure paler reticulations.

Column white, faintly tinged pink."

Vol V. (1931).


